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In the surrealism room, Dorthea tanning's cousins are the most dreamlike work. Cousins, a tangled group of strange fur forms and ambiguous anatomies were shown during Tanning's first exhibition of sculptures at le point Cardinal in Paris. Cousins had double figures; one of the figures bends forward to support its collapsing partner. Tanning mood at time the art was made reveals a strong commitment to impulse and animation. Tanning’s reclining nude is another piece of work found at the Menil collection.it is one of the funniest artwork. Declining nude is a group of soft sculptures made to express the female body. Its form is closely related to other pink fabric sculptures designed during the same period.
The objects and artwork that constituted personal collections of artists such as Andre Breton were the most interesting. The heterogeneous manner in which the artworks were displayed demonstrated how the Edmund carpenters exhibition is a legacy of surrealist collecting and display methods. Breton collection included indigenous artifacts from Native American culture, modern art, oceanic culture, animal and mineral, found objects, African culture, and books. Breton displayed his artwork in his apartment in an eclectic manner. Most of Breton’s collection is said to represent the spirit of ancestors thus making his work interesting. 
Abstract expressionism is a movement focused on the subconscious act of creation and the relationship between artist and canvas. The main goal of abstract expressionism was to create artwork or Images dedicated to emotions. Many abstract expressionists believed in action painting smeared canvas to reduce conscious control. On the other hand, minimalism aimed at reducing all excess with the sole aim of exposing the most basic essence of the artwork. This movement strongly rejected the abstract expressionism. Minimalists removed metaphors of any kind from their art thus distancing themselves from abstract expressionists. Minimalism emphasized anonymity over the expressive excess of abstract expressionism.
Twombly’s work is a direct reaction to the Greco-Roman past that surrounded him in his home in Rome. The inspiration arose from Roman and Greek history, contemporary graffiti on local walls and French neoclassicism. Twombly balanced steady history of the past with his emotional responses. His art situates itself in the context of the history of western civilization .language and writings are considered as a major conceptual foundation for Twombly's artwork. In addition to written word Twombly sketched unidentifiable splotches and noodles.in both the process of his art and content he was interested in the layering of time and history of painting and drawing.
Twombly emerged as a painter at the height abstract expressionism.One of his strongest artwork was displayed during the Tate modern. Twombly displayed an artwork exploring the cycles associated with nature, seasons and passing of time. Twombly sculptures exhibited a similar blend of emotional expansiveness and intellectual sophistication.
Dominique de Menil requested Dan Flavin to create a permanent installation at Richmond Hall, then annex exhibition space. Flavin completed his design two days before Dominique's death. The Flavin installation at Richmond Hall radiated an atmosphere and environment liked by both carnival and cathedral. Richmond Hall was built as a grocery store in 1930 and housed a series of dance halls and bars. The Menil Foundation bought the building in 1985 to serve as an additional exhibition and performance space. Flavin then took full control of the building altering its original structure.


